churchmen throughout the world, who pointed out the injury it entailed on true religion and morality.
It waa therefore no entirely new thing when a certain Angustiman monk of Wittenberg, who had the care of a church in the city and was a professor in the University, also made his protest. In the month of October, 1517, this Martin Luther, as a proftwMor of theology, felt himself bound openly to proclaim hia feeling on the subject from the pulpit, and the response of sympathy from hia audience was immediate. He forwarded an urgent appeal to the Pope that thwto abuses might bo supprceeed, and from that moment was looked upon as th© champion of the German people against this open scandal So far, neither Luther nor his followers intended any attack upon the doctrine of the Church, or had any definite thought of schism from the orthodox Faith, although his nailing the ninety-five theses to the door of the great church of Wittenberg on October 81,1617, has been looked upon as the first open declaration of thu German Reformation.
Born hi 1483, Luther had been received into the University of Erfurt in 1501; after he became an Austin friar and was ordained, he came under the notice of that broad-minded Elector of Saxony, Frederick the Wise, who remained his faithful friend until death. The future great Reformer paid Ms famous visit to Rome in 1510, at the impressionable age* of twenty-seven, full of reverence and enthusiasm, tuicl knelt before ite shrines with all the devotion of a pilgrim. But we know the terrible reaction which followed when he discovered his ideal city of saints                   bye nuirkit.
